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GRAN September Update 
 

 

Our big news: GRAN has a new website! 
Same address. New look. 

 

 
 

We are delighted with this beautiful new site designed by The Dunham Group of Hamilton, ON, and 

hope you will be too. Please pay us a visit and take some time to explore. We will be offering an online 

workshop later this fall to introduce you to some of the features of the new site. Stay tuned. Our look 

may be new, but our address has not changed. You can still find us at grandmothersadvocacy.org. 

We look forward to your visit! 

 

Child Hunger Campaign Wraps Up 
 

After a year of learning, activity, and outreach, our 2024/2025 Child Hunger Campaign wrapped up over 

the summer. We are so appreciative of all the GRAN efforts to raise public awareness and to reach out 

to MPs about the need for policies and investments that support maternal and child nutrition. We 

understand that some GRAN groups have public events on child hunger planned for this Fall and we 

applaud your continued commitment to the world’s hungry children. Thanks to each one of you for 

taking on this campaign with such passion and heart. 

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
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The Child Hunger campaign team submitted its final report to the Steering Committee at their 

September meeting. Among the recommendations proposed for future GRAN campaigns: 

• Continue to pursue single-themed, all-of-GRAN campaigns, with a focus on short, achievable 

goals with time-limited, specific advocacy actions.  

• Continue to work with partners (as they can often do the “heavy lifting” of preparing well-

researched resources and accessing decision-makers) 

• Continue to focus on building relationships with MPs. (It is the strength and value we often 

bring to coalition campaigns.)  

• Continue to encourage regional groups to take local learning and advocacy initiatives that make 

sense in their communities 

• Support our members in making more use of social media as an advocacy tool. 

 
What’s next for GRAN?  

A small ad-hoc committee has been formed to explore potential themes for our next all-of-GRAN 

campaign. They are tasked with presenting recommendations to the GRAN Steering Committee for our 

next campaign to begin in January 2026. 

 

While that work is underway, GRAN will be focused this Fall on 

advocating for Canada’s support for the Global Fund to Fight 

AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria for its Eighth 

Replenishment.  GRAN’s Health Watch Group will be 

spearheading these efforts. They have joined a coalition of 

Canadian civil society organizations advocating for the Global 

Fund and will be sharing actions for us to take to encourage a strong pledge from the Canadian 

government. For this replenishment, we will be asking our government to invest $1.37 billion over three 

years. Click here for a Canadian Press report on the coalition efforts underway to get Canada to 

commit its fair share to the Global Fund.  

Many GRAN groups across the country will also be gearing up for Orange Campaign activities in 

November and December.  More on that below. 

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
https://grandmothersadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/25-08-GRAN-CH-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/2025/2025-09-16-announcing-the-global-fund-s-eighth-replenishment-summit/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/2025/2025-09-16-announcing-the-global-fund-s-eighth-replenishment-summit/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11296380/canada-support-fighting-aids-tb-abroad/
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Orange the World! End Digital Violence Against All Women and Girls 
 

For the past eight years, GRANs across the country have supported 

the global United Nations campaign, Orange the World: 16 Days of 

Activism to End Gender-Based Violence. The campaign runs each 

year from November 25 to December 10. The United Nations chose 

the colour orange as a symbol of a brighter future for women around 

the world as we raise awareness and mobilize resources to bring an 

end to this fundamental human rights violation.  

 

The 2025 campaign will focus on one of the fastest-growing forms of 

abuse: digital violence against women and girls. This year’s 

campaign is also a reminder that digital safety is central to gender 

equality. 

 

GRAN encourages individual GRANs and regional groups to consider participating in the campaign in 

their communities. In past years, GRANs have initiated collaborative partnerships with likeminded 

organizations, and have generated many creative awareness-raising strategies and activities such as 

posters, ribbons, lawn signs, proclamations, op eds, panel discussions, and marches, as well as 

arranging for local landmarks to be lit up in the colour orange (and, in some communities, purple).  

 

Please check out the Ending Violence Against Women page on the GRAN website for Orange 

Campaign resources.  And be sure to remember to send in photos of your activities for our 2025 

Orange Campaign photo gallery. Email them to us at info@grandmothersadvocacy.org.   

 
Health Watch Group (Sandra Stec, Cathy Thompson, Mary Spoke, Sheila Pepper, and Diane Scaletta)                              

September 25th will be a TB advocacy day on Parliament Hill. No 

matter where you live in the country, you can support the efforts of our 

partners by inviting your MP to participate. Click here for an email 

template and an invitation to attach when reaching out to your MP. 

This event is coming up fast, so if you plan to act, act now! 

 

Tuberculosis (TB) remains a leading infectious disease killer. In 2022, 10.6 million people fell ill with TB 

and approximately 1.3 million people died from the disease, including people living with HIV.  The good 

news is that in countries where the Global Fund invests, 7.1M people were treated for TB in 2023 and 2 

million people exposed to TB received preventive therapy. Treatment success rates for multidrug-

resistant TB increased from just 51% in 2010 to 70% in 2020. These numbers represent millions lives 

and millions of reasons why the work Global Fund is so important. 

 

Read these stories from The Global Fund of women on the frontlines doing hero’s work to keep their 

communities safe from infectious diseases such as TB, malaria, and HIV. 

 

 

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/unite/theme
https://grandmothersadvocacy.org/issue/ending-violence-against-women
https://grandmothersadvocacy.org/orange-campaign-gallery
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/invite-your-mp-to-leadontb-events-campaign-2/
https://stories.theglobalfund.org/these-women-are-keeping-us-all-safe-from-infectious-disease
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Climate Justice Watch Group (Linda Kulkarni, JoAnn Mulhern, Pat Dolan) 

Think Globally, Act Locally!  GRANs have been encouraged to join the 

Global Day of Action on September 20th in solidarity with a coalition of 

civil society organizations in Canada and around the world. The theme 

is Draw the Line – for People. For Peace. For the Planet.  

 

The asks include: 

• ending the era of fossil fuels. 

• putting people over corporate profit. 

• upholding Indigenous sovereignty. 

• achieving justice for immigrants. 

• ending the war machine. 

 

 

GRAN has joined over 100 other organizations in endorsing this day of action. Over 50 events are 

planned across Canada.  Click here for more information and to find an event near you.    

The timing for this action is not an accident. The fall session of Parliament begins September 15th, the 

UN General Assembly High Level Debate is scheduled for September 22 to 29 (with the theme of  

peace, development, and human rights), and the UN Climate Change Conference (COP 30) will be 

held in Belém, Brazil, November 10 – 21, 2025.    

 

The Canadian national event organizer, 350.org, anticipates that the September 20th rallies across the 

country will be the first of many this year as our country and the world face a critical moment in time.  

Click here to hear Emma Jackson, senior global organizer at 350.org, talk about the importance of 

social justice movements coming together in solidarity to learn from each other and stand united for 

human rights and for the planet. 

 

On a personal note, Linda Kulkarni, who has faithfully led the GRAN Climate Justice Watch Group for 

the past eight years, is stepping down as Chair, and the Watch Group is being disbanded. All remaining 

GRAN Watch Groups will now incorporate climate justice into their mandates, being conscious of how 

and where climate justice intersects with their particular human rights focus and advocacy actions. 

 

Education Watch Group (Phyllis Webster, Ann Frost, Sharon Graham, Hilda Young, Valerie Wright) 

 

Over the summer, GRAN joined the Canadian International Education Policy 

Working Group (CIEPWG) in sending a pre-budget submission to Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Anita Anand and Secretary of State for International Development 

Randeep Sarai, entitled, “Global Education for Peace and Prosperity: Good for 

Canada, Good for the World”. CIEPWG is a coalition of over 20 development, 

humanitarian, and advocacy organizations working to support policies and 

programs to improve access to safe, inclusive, quality public education for all 

children and youth. 

 
Secretary of State 
Sarai 

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
https://drawtheline.world/canada?r=CA&d=ON&lang=en
https://www.un.org/en/high-level-week-2025
https://unfccc.int/cop30
https://350.org/?r=CA&c=NA
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/UOFM_0Om74Y
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In their submission, CIEPWG made five specific recommendations to the Canadian government to 

support investments in global education: 

1. Safeguard and protect Canada’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) at no less than 

CAD$10.6 billion in the 2025-2026 federal budget. 

2. Dedicate at least CAD$130 million per year for the next five years to increase access to at least 

12 years of safe, quality, inclusive public education for marginalized children and young people.  

3. Maintain and increase Canada’s commitment of at least $60 million per year for the next five 

years at the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) replenishment conference in 2026. 

4. Maintain and increase Canada’s commitment of at least $22 million per year for the next five 

years at the Education Cannot Wait (ECW) replenishment conference in 2026 to support the 

delivery of education in emergencies.  

5. Host a strategic high-level event with likeminded partners before the fiscal year end (March 31, 

2026), working with allies to launch a bold new global policy initiative that accelerates access to 

safe, inclusive, and quality public education. 
 

Mining Justice Watch Group (Liz Dill, Gaye-Francis Alexander, JoAnn Mulhern, Diane Scaletta, 

Phyllis Webster and Anne Young) 

Ocean Week 2025 – Working Together in Solidarity to Protect the Deep Sea 

During the first week of June, ocean conservation events took place worldwide. Victoria GRANs and 

the Mining Justice Watch Group, in partnership with Victoria’s Mining Justice Action Committee 

(MJWG), celebrated our oceans and took the opportunity to inform our community about the impacts of 

deep-sea mining on human rights and the environment. Vancouver GRAN, Gail Mullen, also joined in 

by participating in Greenpeace’s action in front of The Metals Company office in Vancouver. 

 

 

A recent policy brief from the UN Human Rights Special Rapporteurs on Climate Change and the Right 

to a Clean, Healthy and Sustainable Environment speaks to the severe and potentially irreversible risks 

of deep-sea mining. You can read the full UN report here. 
 

As the UN Ocean Conference 2025 wrapped up in Nice, France in early June, the message was clear, 

safeguarding the deep sea is essential. “The deep ocean is no longer out-of-sight nor out-of-mind. 

Governments must now act together to ensure that the deep ocean is protected for the benefit 

of all humankind.”  Read the full press release from the Deep Sea Conservation Coalition here. 
 

At September’s Steering Committee meeting, GRAN approved the MJWG’s request for membership in 
the Deep Sea Conservation Coalition, a coalition of national and international organizations 
concerned about the impact of deep-sea mining on human rights and the environment and its potential 
long-term implications on clean water and food security. 

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/story/71272/5-things-to-know-about-the-canadian-company-trying-to-start-deep-sea-mining-the-metals-company/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/environment/srenvironment/activities/policy-brief-dsm-1-sre.pdf
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/un-ocean-conference-shines-a-light-on-the-deep-sea-now-time-for-action/
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/
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GRAN leadership – good-byes and hellos 
 

A heartfelt thank you to Linda Kulkarni for all her years of leadership in our 

organization. Linda has completed her term as GRAN Co-Chair and member of 

the GRAN Coordinating Team. As already mentioned, she is also leaving her 

position as Chair of the Climate Justice Watch Group. Linda has devoted 

tremendous time, effort, and energy to her work for GRAN. We have benefitted 

greatly from her knowledge, guidance, and vision. Her passion for the health of 

our planet and its people has been inspiring. We wish her well and very much 

hope she will continue to make meaningful contributions to the work of GRAN. 

 

Suzanne Dufresne is stepping into the vacated Co-Chair position after having 

served on the Coordinating Team for the past two years. She will serve as Co-

Chair alongside Cathy Thompson. Suzanne brings to the position a wealth of 

administrative experience in the volunteer sector, as well as a valuable 

francophone perspective. We know she will continue to serve and represent 

GRAN well in this new role. 

 

 

And a warm GRAN welcome to Sheila Smolkin who is joining the Coordinating 

Team as its newest member!  Sheila is a member of GTA GRANs and looks 

forward to serving in this new capacity. She comes with a background in library 

sciences and archives, as well as years of volunteer work on social justice 

initiatives – public housing, interfaith dialogue, and seniors programming, to 

name a few. GRAN is fortunate to have her lend her expertise, leadership, and 

organizational skills to this new role. Welcome, Sheila!  

 

GRAN Coordinating Team members for 2025/2026 are Cathy Thompson (Co-Chair), Suzanne 

Dufresne (Co-Chair), Sue McKenna (Treasurer), and Sheila Smolkin. 

 

Actions 
 
Support the worldwide “Draw the Line” protest in cities and towns across the country on Saturday, 
September 20th.  Check here for an event near you.  
 
Invite your MP to attend TB Day on the Hill events to learn more about the epidemic and what they can 
do to take action.  Click here for an email template. 

Are you on Bluesky, Twitter or Facebook? Spread the word about the importance of investments in the 

Global Fund by liking, retweeting and sharing posts from The Global Fund, Results Canada, Stop TB 

Canada, UNAIDS Global, Malaria No More, and GRAN.  

 
Please support this domestic violence e-petition which calls for the enactment of the Intimate Partner 
Violence Prevention and Enforcement Act, put forward by Liberal MP Will Greaves. 
 

 

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:info@grandmothersadvocacy.org
https://drawtheline.world/canada?r=CA&d=QC&lang=en
https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/invite-your-mp-to-leadontb-events-campaign-2/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-6770

