Modifiable template email/letter to Municipality 
to request orange and/or purple lighting (depending on your community) and a statement re: Eliminating Violence against Women and Girls  (Please modify the letter as needed to reflect the colour you wish your municipality to use.)
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________________, 2026


To: The Mayor [or other city staff] 

Re:  	United Nations’ UNiTE Campaign: 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence: Orange the World  November 25 - December 10, 2025


Dear _______________:

The Grandmothers Advocacy Network (GRAN) is writing to request the support of the City of _____________for the United Nations UNiTE Campaign: 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence from November 25th, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, to December 10th, Human Rights Day.

The 2026 campaign theme is: “UNiTE to End Violence Against Women and Girls: Ensure justice, protect survivors, end impunity.” The campaign calls for justice that works for all women and girls – whether at home, at work, in public life, or across digital spaces. Building on the 2025 focus on digital violence, this year’s campaign recognizes that violence online and offline happens on a continuum, with the two often overlapping and reinforcing each other. They require commitment and action on prevention, protection, accountability, and redress. 

The United Nations has chosen the colour orange for this global campaign as a symbol of hope and a future free of violence against women and girls. In Canada, the colour purple is often chosen for the 16 Days of Activism because it is the nationally recognized colour of domestic violence awareness and prevention, symbolizing courage, survival, and a dedication to ending violence. Both colours are powerful symbols of the commitment to end violence against women and girls. Our local GRAN group uses ___________ in our awareness-raising materials and activities for the 16 Days of Activism.  

Part of the UNiTE Campaign is a global initiative to light up buildings in symbolic support for the goals of the campaign. Last year GRAN held UNiTE Campaign events across the country and successfully received the support of many municipalities who participated by lighting up key buildings and community landmarks. You can see many of these landmarks in GRAN's national UNiTE Campaign photo gallery here: https://grandmothersadvocacy.org/orange-campaign-gallery 

For the 2026 UNiTE Campaign, GRAN asks the city of ________________ to shine a spotlight on the issue of violence against women by lighting up our city hall in Orange/Purple on one or more days during the 16 days from November 25th – December 10th.  The UNiTE Campaign is also an opportunity for the mayor to issue a proclamation or statement of the city’s commitment to help prevent violence against women at home and around the world.

Please let us know if the city is planning any other activities for the 16 Days of Activism.  We would be happy to participate and assist in any way possible.

Sincerely,

Your Name:
Telephone:
GRAN Group (optional)
Grandmothers Advocacy Network (GRAN)

http://grandmothersadvocacy.org/

The Grandmothers Advocacy Network (GRAN) is a non-partisan network of volunteers working together across Canada to influence policy change and stimulate effective action in Canada and internationally. We advocate to promote and protect the human rights of older women, children, youth, and gender-diverse persons. We share a deep concern for the well-being and human rights of grandmothers in sub-Saharan Africa and the children and youth in their care, as well as concern for the well-being and rights of vulnerable and marginalized women in communities throughout the Global South.
Local members of GRAN will be participating in the global UNiTE campaign.
https://twitter.com/GRANadvocates
https://www.facebook.com/GrandmothersAdvocacy

image1.jpeg
UNITE &0

WOMEN





