
WHAT DOES FOOD 
INSECURITY LOOK LIKE? 

Some examples from Liberia



GRAN says: 
The root causes of hunger are many and varied, and they rarely occur 
in isolation. Instead, they overlap and interact, reinforcing each other 
and making already difficult situations worse.

oPoverty

oInequality

oArmed conflict and political instability

oClimate change and natural disasters

oEconomic shocks and rising food prices

oFood system failures







Poverty
- 178/191 countries HDI

- 2 wells for 500 people

- Limited diet

- 1 clinic with 1 nurse, 1-2 days walk 

- 13% literacy rate among women

- 1 primary school, 1 jr high school, 
nearest high school a day’s drive away

- No gov’t services





Inequality
• Monrovia-centric

• Subsidised rice

• Highly corrupt at all levels

• Gender inequality, GBV



Armed conflict 
and political 
instability
• Impact of civil war

• 2017 was first peaceful transfer of 
power

• Corruption at all levels



Climate change 
and natural 
disasters
- Deforestation and degradation



Economic shocks 
and rising food 
prices
• rising fuel prices and no fuel

• Rising food prices



Food system 
failures
• Oil palm plantations

• Subsidies for imported rice



POTENTIAL FOR 
CHANGE













Thank you
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